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Caribbean American Narratives and the Second Generation

Lisa D. McGill

“A work of extraordinary merit, Constructing Black Selves is a richly detailed
account of the literary and artistic yields of Caribbean American immigrants of the
second generation.” —Georges E. Fouron, co-author of Georges Woke Up
Laughing: Long-Distance Nationalism and the Search for Home

In 1965, the Hart-Cellar Immigration Reform Act ushered in a huge wave of immi-
grants from across the Caribbean—Jamaicans, Cubans, Haitians, and Dominicans,
among others. How have these immigrants and their children negotiated languages of
folo) \ l=hn-l0leambtcs] raceand ethnicity in American social and cultural politics? As black immigrants, to

BLACK SELVES which America do they assimilate?

NG e This book explores the cultural production of second-generation Caribbean immi-

- grants in the United States after World War II as a prism for understanding the forma-

AR tion of Caribbean American identity. Lisa D. McGill pays particular attention to music,

- NN literature, and film, centering her study around the figures of singer-actor Harry
Belafonte, writers Paule Marshall, Audre Lorde, and Piri Thomas, and merengue-hip-
hop group Proyecto Uno.

LISA D. McGILL

318 pages | $50.00 cloth | 0-8147-5691-3  J]luminating the ways in which Caribbean identity has been transformed by mass
migration to urban landscapes, as well as the dynamic and sometimes conflicted rela-
tionship between Caribbean American and African American cultural politics,
Constructing Black Selves is an important contribution to studies of twentieth century
U.S. immigration, African American and Afro-Caribbean history and literature, and
theories of ethnicity and race.

Lisa D. McGill received her doctorate in American Studies at Yale University. She is the principal of LM
Strategies Consulting, a diversity and equity consultancy in Chicago, Illinois.
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ORDER NOW & SAVE 20%

Please send me cloth copy(ies) of Constructing Black Selves at $58-88, now $40.00
(ISBN 0-8147-5691-3)

Subtotal

NY residents please add 8.625% sales tax. Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax.
Canadian residents, please add appropriate tax.

Shipping: please add $4.00 s&h for the first book and $1.00 for each additional book.
Total Enclosed

I have enclosed: _ check, _money order, or charge my credit card:

__VISA _Mastercard _DISCOVER _American Express

Card Number

Signature

Name

Phone_

Shipping Address

City State Zip

MAIL ORDERS TO: Order Dept., NYU Press 5 STO: Jers@
838 Broadway, 3rd floor EMAIL ORDER : orders@nyupress.org

New York, NY 10003-4812 (please include credit card #, exp. date, title, ISBN, price, and sourcecode)
FAX ORDERS TO: (212) 995-3833

PLEASE REFER TO SOURCECODE MCG06
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